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Home of Patience V/rigbt 
Bordentown, Burlington County, New Jersey 

Owner:  The First National Bank of Bordentov/n 

Date of Erection:  Hiddle Eighteenth Century 

Architect: 

Builder:   Probably Joseph Borden 

Present Condition:  Good 

Humber of Stories: Two  and one-half 

Ivlaterials of Construction:  Foundation - brick 

Exterior nails - brick 

Interior walls - plaster 

Inside brick chixnneys 

Roof - pitch with dormers 

Historical Data: 

'According to tradition this house was occupied 
before the Revolutionary War by Joseph Wright and his 
wife Patience,  Patience was the daughter of Quaker parents; 
she was born Patience Lovell.  On I'.Iarch 20, 1748 she 
married Joseph ■./right, a man considerably older than shej 
he died in 1769 leaving her with three children.  It 
appears that she had a certain facility for modeling in 
wax and was known at this ti"'e for her wax portraits* She 
went to London and opened an exhibition room In Cockspur 
Street In 1772.  Here she made figures, busts, and historic 
groups.  Her work achieved a remarkable vogue.  The king 
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and queen visited her to watch her work.  According 
to her own account she addressed the kins and queen 
by their Christian names - George and Charlotte. She 
was an ardent patriot, and it appear-s she offended 
the king considerably "by telling hi™, what she thought 
about his conduct in connection v/ith the colonies. It 
has always been assumed that she was a spy for the 
colonies, although there is no particular oroof for 
this. 

In 1781 she visited -Paris making busts and 
figures of notables.  She wrote to Washington In 1783 
asking for permission to make a wax bust of a cast of 
him made by her son*  She was also In correspondence 
with' Jefferson on the Question of making wax figures of 
important American men.  She died, however, in 1786 
before she could make her contemplated trip to .America., 

Of her three children, Joseph, her only son, 
achieved r-uite ?. bit of fame in his own right. He was born 
in 1756, probably spending his early years at the house 
at .oordGiiuov.n.  He was a portrait painter and die-sinker. 
**e is supposed to have been a secret American agent 
operating in Europe during the Revolutionary gar,  Joseph 
studied with John Trumbuil under Benjamin West in London. 
In 1730 he was exhibiting at the Royal Academy,  In 1782 
he went to Paris, and late in that same year sailed from 
iiantes for America,  lie was shipwrecked on the way, but 
finally arrived in Boston bearing letters of introduction 
from Franklin and others.  He had a letter to Washington, 
and came to visit him when he was at Rocky Hill, painting 
his portrait there in 1785. The following year, he 
tainted the portrait of Washington in full military uniform, 

During 17G3-4 he lived in Philadelphia.  He 
moved to Hew Hork in 1787 and married Kiss Yandervort, 
a niece of the Revolutionary hero Coiionel William Ledyard. 
Through the influence of Washington he was appointed as the 
first draftsman and die-sinker of the newly created Wnlted ' 
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States mint in 1792, and v/as probably the designer of 
the first coins. During the yellow fever epidemic of 
1793 in Philadelphia "both he and his wife died. 

ITagee in his history of Bordentovm. unqualify- 
ingly says that this is the Wright house, and local 
tradition supports hirii in his statement, but a search 
of the records in the Secretary of State's Office at 
Trenton furnish no proof of this statement.  According 
to the Trenton records William Penn et als., on March 1/- 
1676 gave to T.Iahlon Stacy "10 full equal and undivided 
1/19 parts of 90 full equal and undivided l/lOO parts 
of all that tract of land in lev/ Jersey called West  . 
Hev; Jersey,"  In January, 1677, Thomas Farnsworth ac- 
quired 1/15 part of Hanion Stacy's property. 

The next record is a transfer of Susanna 
Farnsworth to Samuel Farnsworth in 1706,  Susanna was 
the widow of Thomas, Prom Samuel Farnsworth the property 
passed to Joseph Borden Jvfarch £3, 1723-24.  There are 
recorded several other transfers from different members 
of the Farnsworth family to Borden.  Borden in his will- 
of 1763 gave to his daughter Amy Potts "the house where 
David Thomas now lives, and also the houso where David 
Price now lives," 

In 1799 John Elton, sheriff, transferred the 
property to William Horcross.  There was a house upon 
the property transferred; it is mentioned In the inden- 
ture.  The property remained in the Horcross family 
until 1820 when it come Into the -oossession of a Thomas 
Potter,  There are fifteen transfers recorded in little 
over one hundred years.  The -present owners acquired 
title in July, 1932. " 

From the search of the title in the Secretary 
of State's Office and the County Clerk's Office at Lit, 
Holly, there is ro evidence of the house ever having 
"been owned by Joseph'Wright.  In the will - of 1763, 

* 
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Joseph Borden mentions the occupants of the two houses 
willed to his daughter Amy Potts.  Joseph Wright died 
in 1769 and If the Wrights occupied the house at all, 
it roust have been in the period between 1763-1769, 
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